
1 

 

Play 
 

Keywords: games. 

 

See also: childhood. 

 
Entries: 14 

Last update: 05/04/2020 

Compiled by Thanos Kouravelos 

 

Briggs, J. L. 

 1998   Inuit morality play: the emotional education of a three-year-old. New  

                       Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 275 p. 

Codere, H. F. 

1956   The amiable side of Kwakiutl life: the potlatch and the play potlatch. 

                       American Anthropologist (N.S.) 58(2):334-351. 

Devin, L. 

2012   Baka water drums: playing rivers and streams in the rainforest  

           of Cameroon and Gabon. Before Farming 2012/1 article 2:1-11. 

Doke, C. M.  

 1936   Games, plays and dances of the ≠Khomani Bushmen. Bantu Studies  

                       10(1):461-471. 

Dorsey, J. O. 

1891   Games of Teton Dakota children. American Anthropologist  

           4(4):329-346. 

Finnegan, M. 

 2015   Dance, play, laugh: what capitalism can’t do. Hunter Gatherer  

            Research 1(1):85-105. 

Guenther, M. 

 1997   “Jesus Christ as trickster in the religion of contemporary Bushmen”,  

                        in The games of Gods and man: essays in play and performance, by  

                        Klaus Peter Köpping (ed.), pp. 203-229. Hamburg: Lit, Studien zur  

                        sozialen und rituellen Morphologie Bd. 2. 

Hamayon, R. N. 

 2012   The three duties of good fortune: ‘luck’ as a relational process  

                       among hunting peoples of the Siberian forest in pre-soviet times.  

                       Social Analysis 56(1):99-116. 

Hewlett, B. S. & Boyette, A. H. 

2013   “Commentary: play in hunter-gatherers”, in Evolution, early  

           experience and human development: from research to practice and  

           policy, by Darcia Narvaez, Jaak Panksepp, Allan N. Schore & Tracy  

           R. Gleason (eds.), pp. 388-393. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Hoffman, W. J. 

1890   Remarks on Ojibwa ball play. American Anthropologist 3(2):133-136. 

Knight, C. 

1999   “Sex and language as pretend-play”, in The evolution of culture:  

           an interdisciplinary view, by Robin Dunbar, Chris Knight & Camilla  

           Power (eds.), pp. 228-247. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University  

           Press. 

2000   “Play as precursor of phonology and syntax”, in The evolutionary  



2 

 

           emergence of language: social function and the origins of linguistic  

            form, by Chris Knight, Michael Studdert-Kennedy & James R.  

           Hurford (eds.), pp. 99-119. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Lewis, J. 

2009   “As well as words: Congo Pygmy hunting, mimicry, and play”,  

           in The cradle of language, by Rudolf Botha & Chris Knight (eds.),  

           pp. 236-256. Oxford University Press, Oxford Linguistics, Studies  

           in the Evolution of Language Vol. 12. 

Mooney, J. 

1890   Cherokee ball play. American Anthropologist 3(2):105-132. 

 


