
1 

 

Descent 
 

Keywords: ambilineal descent, bilateral, double descent, matrilineal, matrilineality, 

matriliny, patrilineal, patrilineality. 

 

See also: camps, kinship. 

 
Entries: 17 

Last update: 11/03/2020 

Compiled by Thanos Kouravelos 

 

Aiyappan, A. & Mahadevan, K. 

 1990   Ecology, economy, matriliny and fertility of Kurichiyas. Delhi: B. R.  

                       Publishing Corporation. 161 p. 

Århem, K.  

1981   Makuna social organization: a study in descent, alliance, and the  

           formation of corporate groups in the north-western Amazon. Uppsala:  

           Academiae Upsaliensis, Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis, Uppsala  

           Studies in Cultural Anthropology 4. 379 p.  

Draper, P. & Haney, C. 

 2005   Patrilateral bias among a traditionally egalitarian people: Ju/’hoansi  

           naming practice. Ethnology 44(3):243-259. 

Hewlett, B. S.  

1996   “Cultural diversity among African Pygmies”, in Cultural diversity  

           among twentieth-century foragers: an African perspective, by Susan  

           Kent (ed.), pp. 215-244. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Knight, C. 

2001   Does cultural evolution need matriliny? Comment on “Culture in  

           whales and dolphins, by Luke Rendell & Hal Whitehead”. Behavioral  

           and Brain Sciences 24(2):339-340. 

2007   “Revisiting matrilineal priority”, in Émergence et évolution de la  

            parenté, by Jean Lassègue (ed.), pp. 25-43. Paris: Éditions Rue  

           d’Ulm/Presses de l’École normale supérieure. 

2008   “Early human kinship was matrineal”, in Early human kinship: from  

           sex to social reproduction, by Nicholas J. Allen, Hillary Callan, Robin  

           Dunbar & Wendy James (eds.), pp. 61-82. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Kramer, K. L. & Greaves, R. D. 

 2011   Postmarital residence and bilateral kin associations among hunter- 

                       gatherers. Human Nature 22(1-2):41-63. 

Leacock, E. B. 

1955   Matrilineality in a simple hunting economy (Montagnais-Naskapi).  

           Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 11(1):31-47.  

Mathews, R. H.  

1896   Australian class systems. American Anthropologist 9(12):411-416. 

1897   Australian class systems. American Anthropologist 10(10):345-347. 

1900   Marriage and descent among the Australian Aborigines. Journal and  

           Proceedings of the Royal Society of New South Wales 34:120-135. 

 1908   Descendance par la lignée maternelle dans la tribu des Binbingha  

                       du territoire septentrional. Bulletins et Mémoires de la Société  

                       d’Anthropologie de Paris 5th Series 9:786-789. 



2 

 

Nolin, D. A. 

2011   Kin preference and partner choice: patrilineal descent and biological  

           kinship in Lamaleran cooperative relationships. Human Nature  

           22(1-2):156-176. 

Saito, H. 

 1998   “We are one flesh: unity and migration of the Yabio”, in Fringe  

           area of highlands in Papua New Guinea, by Shuji Yoshida & Yukio  

           Toyoda (eds.), pp. 93-112. Osaka: National Museum of Ethnology,  

           Senri Ethnological Studies 47. 

Schlegel, A. 

 1972   Male dominance and female autonomy: domestic authority in  

                       matrilineal societies. New Haven, CT: Human Relations Area  

                       Files Press, Comparative Studies. 206 p. 

Tharakan C., G. 

2012   Agnatic notion, bilateral tendencies and the organisation of local  

           groups among the Muduga. Contributions to Indian Sociology  

           46(3):365-391. 

 

 


