
1 

 

Complexity 
 

See also: chiefdoms, egalitarianism-hierarch, evolution, violence-nonviolence. 

 
Entries: 25 

Last update: 31/03/2020 

Compiled by Thanos Kouravelos 

 

Ames, K. M. 

 2006   Whither affluently complex hunter-forager-gatherers?: review of  

                       “Beyond affluent foragers: rethinking hunter-gatherer complexity, by  

                        Colin Grier, Jangsuk Kim & Junzo Uchiyama (eds.). Oxford: Oxbow,  

                        2006”. Before Farming 2006/4 article 8. 

Arnold, J. E. (ed.) 

 2001   The origins of a Pacific Coast chiefdom: the Chumash of the  

                       Channel Islands. Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah Press. 317 p. 

Binford, L. 

2004   “Niche: a productive guide for use in the analysis of cultural  

                       complexity”, in Processual archaeology: exploring analytical  

                       strategies, frames of reference, and culture process, by Amber  

                       L. Johnson (ed.), pp. 297-314. Westport, CT: Praeger. 

Daly, R. 

2009   Insulting the meat: foragers, sharing and ideological practices  

                       - an appreciation of Richard Lee’s egalitarianism. Before Farming  

                       2009/4 article 2. 

2014   War, peace and Northwest Coast complex hunter-gatherers. Journal  

           of Aggression, Conflict and Peace Research 6(4):240-254. 

Donald, L. 

2000   “Patterns of war and peace among complex hunter-gatherers: the case  

           of the Northwest Coast of North America”, in Hunters and gatherers in  

           the modern world: conflict, resistance, and self-determination, by Peter  

           P. Schweitzer, Megan Biesele & Robert K. Hitchcock (eds.),  

           pp. 164-179. Oxford: Berghahn. 

Habu, J., Savelle, J. M., Koyama, S. & Hongo, H. (eds.) 

2003   Hunter-gatherers of the North Pacific Rim. Osaka: National Museum  

                       of Ethnology, Senri Ethnological Studies No. 63. 277 p. 

Hayden, B.  

 1994   “Competition, labor, and complex hunter-gatherers”, in Key issues  

                       in hunter-gatherer research, by Ernest S. Burch, Jr. & Linda J. Ellanna  

                       (eds.), pp. 223-239. Oxford: Berg, Explorations in Anthropology.  

2014   “Social complexity”, in The Oxford handbook of the archaeology and  

           anthropology of hunter-gatherers, by Vicki Cummings, Peter Jordan  

           & Marek Zvelebil (eds.), pp. 643-662. Oxford: Oxford University  

           Press, Oxford Handbooks in Archaeology.  

Hitchcock, R. K. & Ebert, J. I. 

2011   “Where is that job? Hunter-gatherer information systems in complex  

           social environments in the eastern Kalahari desert, Botswana”, in  

           Information and its role in hunter-gatherer bands, by Robert Whallon,  

           William A. Lovis & Robert K. Hitchcock (eds.), pp. 133-166. Los  

           Angeles, CA: UCLA/Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, Ideas, Debates,  



           and Perspectives 5. 

Ikeya, K. 

2006   “Mobility and territoriality among hunting-farming-trading societies:  

           the case of bear hunting in mountain environments of northeastern  

           Japan”, in Beyond affluent foragers: rethinking hunter-gatherer  

           complexity, by Colin Grier, Jangsuk Kim & Junzo Uchiyama (eds.),  

           pp. 34-44. Oxford: Oxbow. 

Jordan, P. 

 2015   Technology as human social tradition: cultural transmission among  

                       hunter-gatherers. Oakland, CA: University of California Press, Origins  

                       of Human Behavior and Culture 7. 412 p. 

Jordan, P. & Cummings, V. 

2014   “Prehistoric hunter-gatherer innovations”, in The Oxford handbook  

           of the archaeology and anthropology of hunter-gatherers, by Vicki  

           Cummings, Peter Jordan & Marek Zvelebil (eds.), pp. 585-606. Oxford:  

           Oxford University Press, Oxford Handbooks in Archaeology.  

Korotayev, A. V. & Kazankov, A. A. 

2003   Factors of sexual freedom among foragers in cross-cultural perspective.  

           Cross-Cultural Research 37(1):29-61. 

Layton, R. & Rowley-Conwy, P. 

2013   Wild things in the north? Hunter-gatherers and the tyranny of the  

           colonial perspective. Anthropologie 51(2):213-230. 

Mitchell, D. 

1994   “Nimpkish: complex foragers of the Northwest Coast of North  

           America”, in Portraits of culture: ethnographic originals, Vol. I: North  

           America, by Melvin Ember, Carol R. Ember & David Levinson (eds.),  

           pp. 103-131. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, CORE  

           Anthropology Series. 

O’Neill, S. 

2014   “Exploring hunter-gatherer-fisher complexity on the Pacific Northwest  

           Coast of North America”, in The Oxford handbook of the archaeology  

           and anthropology of hunter-gatherers, by Vicki Cummings, Peter  

           Jordan & Marek Zvelebil (eds.), pp. 991-1009. Oxford: Oxford  

           University Press, Oxford Handbooks in Archaeology.  

Oswalt, W. H.  

1987   Technological complexity: the Polar Eskimos and the Tareumiut.  

           Arctic Anthropology 24(2):82-98. 

Pálsson, G. 

1988   “Hunters and gatherers of the sea”, in Hunters and gatherers, Vol. 1:  

           history, evolution and social change, by Tim Ingold, David Riches &  

           James Woodburn (eds.), pp. 189-204. Oxford: Berg, Explorations in  

           Anthropology.  

Peoples, H. C & Marlowe, F. W. 

 2012   Subsistence and the evolution of religion. Human Nature  

                       23(3):253-269.  

Pilling, A. R. 

1968   “Southeastern Australia: level of social organization”, in Man the 

                       hunter, by Richard B. Lee & Irven DeVore (eds.), pp. 138-145.  

                       Chicago, IL: Aldine. 

Schulting, R. 



3 

 

2014   “Hunter-gatherer diet, subsistence, and foodways”, in The Oxford  

           handbook of the archaeology and anthropology of hunter-gatherers,  

           by Vicki Cummings, Peter Jordan & Marek Zvelebil (eds.),  

           pp. 1266-1287. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Oxford  

           Handbooks in Archaeology.  

Schwadron, M. 

 2017   Shell works: prehistoric terraformed communities of the Ten Thousand  

                       Islands, Florida. Hunter Gatherer Research 3(1):31-63. 

Smith, A. B.  

2014   “Post-glacial transformations in Africa”, in The Oxford handbook  

           of the archaeology and anthropology of hunter-gatherers, by Vicki  

           Cummings, Peter Jordan & Marek Zvelebil (eds.), pp. 479-491. Oxford:  

           Oxford University Press, Oxford Handbooks in Archaeology.  

Warren, G. 

2014   “Transformations?: the Mesolithic of north-west Europe”, in The  

           Oxford handbook of the archaeology and anthropology of hunter- 

           gatherers, by Vicki Cummings, Peter Jordan & Marek Zvelebil (eds.),  

           pp. 537-555. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Oxford Handbooks in  

           Archaeology.  

 


